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Three Singaporeans, including an 
insurance agent, were charged in 
the  State  Courts  yesterday  over  
their alleged roles in a bribery case 
linked to performance bond guar-
antees for Indonesian maids.

Freelance translator Abdul Aziz 
Mohamed Hanib, 63, is accused of 
collecting more than  $92,000 in  
bribes  for  himself  and  Mr  Agus  
Ramdhany Machjumi, an adminis-
trative and technical staff member 
at the Indonesian Embassy.

In a statement, Singapore’s Cor-
rupt  Practices  Investigation  Bu-
reau (CPIB) said Abdul Aziz, a Sin-
gaporean,  allegedly  received
$71,200  from  insurance  agent
James Yeo Siew Liang, 47. The al-
leged offence took place between 
March and June this year, court doc-
uments said.

It was purportedly a reward for 
Mr Agus to show favour to AIG Asia 
Pacific Insurance and Liberty In-
surance,  two  firms  Yeo  repre-
sented. 

Court documents stated that as a 
result, the Indonesian Embassy ac-
credited  both  insurance  compa-
nies  as  performance  bond
providers.

Abdul  Aziz,  who  was  charged  
with 19 counts of corruption yester-

day, allegedly also received for him-
self another $21,400 in bribes from 
Yeo, who faces 18 charges for simi-
lar offences.

Besides the $71,200 Abdul Aziz 
allegedly  took  for  Mr  Agus,  the  
court heard that the translator had 
also tried but failed to seek bribes 
from other parties in March for the 
embassy employee. 

In its statement, the CPIB said 
the Indonesian Embassy was not 
complicit  in  the  corruption  of-
fences.

The CPIB added: “There is cur-
rently no evidence to suggest that 
AIG Asia Pacific Insurance and Lib-
erty Insurance were complicit  in 
the corruption offences. 

“No charges are currently being 
tendered against them.”

The Straits Times had reported 
that since April this year, employ-
ers hiring a new Indonesian maid 
have been asked to purchase a per-
formance bond guarantee from in-
surers approved by the embassy,  
which requires a one- off $70 pay-
ment. 

Under the terms of the bond guar-
antee,  employers  have  to  pay
$6,000 if they breach a standard 
employment  contract  issued  by  
the Indonesian Embassy. 

The sum is first paid by the in-
surer to the embassy. Employers 
will then have to repay the sum to 

the insurers upon demand.
ST  had  reported  that  the  em-

bassy can demand the sum, with-
out requiring proof that any breach 
of its standard employment con-
tract for domestic helpers has oc-
curred.

Court  documents  showed  that  
Abdul Aziz allegedly started seek-
ing bribes last year related to ac-
creditation to sell the performance 
bonds. He was then introduced to 
Yeo in October last year by Ben-
jamin Chow Tuck Keong, 55, a Sin-
gaporean corporate development 
director of a company that deals 
with organic products. 

Chow was also charged yester-
day with one count of abetting Ab-
dul Aziz to commit the offences.

The Indonesian Embassy told ST 
that Mr Agus had left his post “a 
while back”.

An  embassy  spokesman  said:  
“We are taking the case seriously 
because we will  not tolerate any 
misconduct. Our authority is also 
seeking to collaborate on mutual le-
gal assistance in accordance with 
law and regulations of both coun-
tries.”

The three Singaporeans were un-
represented in court yesterday. 

Abdul Aziz and Yeo were each of-
fered  bail  of  $50,000,  while
Chow’s bail was set at $10,000. 

They will be back in court on Dec 
17. For each count of corruption, of-
fenders can be jailed for up to five 
years and fined up to $100,000.
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Two men who allegedly assaulted a 
woman with a penknife in Jurong 
West were arrested on Monday af-
ter a four- hour stand- off with the 
police.

The police were alerted to a case 
of assault at a bus stop near Block 
501  in  Jurong  West  Street  51  at  
about 2.45pm that day, they said in 
a statement on Tuesday night.

They found a woman with facial 
injuries  and  lacerations  on  her  
arms, who said that two men had at-
tacked  her  with  a  penknife.  She  
was taken to hospital.

Officers from the Jurong Police 
Division identified the two attack-
ers through ground inquiries and 
the use of police camera images.

The men, both aged 30, were ar-
rested at about 9pm on the same 
day with the help of Special Opera-

tions Command officers.
According  to  Chinese- language  

newspaper Shin Min Daily News, 
police officers were spotted in Ju-
rong West  Street  42  from  about  
4pm.

The two men had refused to open 
the door of their flat.

The stand- off between the police 
and the men came to an end when a 
locksmith was able to help officers 

gain access to the unit.
A knife was seized in relation to 

the case.
If found guilty of voluntarily caus-

ing hurt with a dangerous weapon, 
the men may each face a jail term of 
up to seven years, a fine, caning, or 
any combination of such punish-
ments.
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Case linked to bond guarantees for maids but 
Indonesian Embassy not complicit, says CPIB 

Abdul Aziz Mohamed Hanib (left) is alleged to have received more than $92,000 in bribes from insurance agent James 
Yeo Siew Liang, who was introduced to him by Benjamin Chow Tuck Keong (right). ST PHOTOS: WONG KWAI CHOW

Trio charged over 
bribery involving 
embassy employee
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